
Philosophy 22
Philosophical Classics of the Modern Era

Winter, 2020

Lecture: 168 Hoagland, MWF 1:10-2:00
Instructor: Dr. G. J. Mattey

Section A01: W 6:10-7:00, 1283 Grove
Section A02: W 7:10-8:00, 101 Wellman

Office: 2298 Social Science and Humanities Teaching Assistant: Kaan Tabakci
E-mail: gjmattey@ucdavis.edu Office: 237 Social Sciences and Humanities
Office Hours: M 3-4, F 2-3 E-mail: stabakci@ucdavis.edu
Phone: (530) 754-0709 Office Hours: M 9-11

Text: Modern Philosophy: An Anthology of Primary Sources, ed. Ariew and Watkins (2nd ed.)

An electronic version with a free 14-day trial period is available from the Bookshelf tab in 
Canvas.  Details are given below.

Class Web Site: http://hume.ucdavis.edu/mattey/phi022/index.html

Topic:  The course will  survey the main trends and thinkers in the first  two centuries of the
modern period.  Most of the course will be devoted to Descartes, Locke, Hume, and Kant.  Other
philosophers to be covered in less detail are Spinoza, Leibniz, and Berkeley.  The main issues
arising in this period include the nature and extent of human  knowledge, the composition of the
physical world and of the human mind (and the relation between the two), the existence of God,
and human freedom. 

An electronic  version with a  free 14-day trial  period is  available  from the Bookshelf  tab in
Canvas.  Details are given below.

Schedule 

 JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH

6  No Reading 3  328-337 2  661-665, 717-724 
8  35-43 5  348-356 4  665-672, 724-729

10  43-47 7  367-377 6  673-679, 730-737
13  47-54 10  386-392, 403-415 9  679-688, 772-779
15  54-58 12  447-450 11  700-705, 798-819
17  58-61 14  450-453 13 705-713, 819-823
20  NO CLASS 17  NO CLASS
22  61-68 19  533-542 17  FINAL EXAM
24  160-164 21  542-555  10:30 A.M. - 12:30 P.M.
27  224-232 24  555-564
29  248-254 26  564-575
31  316-328 28  593-600

Grades will be based on the following: a final examination (30%), two short  papers (30% each),
and discussion-section participation (10%).  Papers will  involve textual  analysis  on assigned



topics.  The final will be in-class, with short-answer questions.  The final examination must be
taken at the scheduled time, unless prior authorization is given.  Papers submitted late without
authorization will be penalized one grade quantum per two working days late. No papers may be
submitted after the final examination.  Both the final and the two papers must be completed
in order for the course to be passed.

Cell Phone Policy: Cell phones must be turned off while class is in session, unless the student
obtains prior permission from the instructor to leave his or her phone on.  Students observed
using cell phones during class will be asked to turn them off.  Subsequent use will result in the
student being asked to leave the class for the rest of the session.

Electronic Version of the Text

· A digital format for the text in this course is available as an option, which may help you reduce
costs.

· To access the e-book and billing info, click on the BOOKSHELF menu option.

· You will have FREE TRIAL ACCESS until the 14th day of instruction and can choose to opt
in during that period to retain access for the rest of the quarter.

· If you do not opt in, your access will expire after the deadline and you will not be billed.

· If you opt in your access will continue and the access charge will automatically be billed to 
your campus account.

· If your access expires before you opt in, you can contact the Inclusive Access team (address 
below) to have the access turned back on.

· Please contact inclusiveaccess@ucdavis.com with questions.

Student Code of Academic Conduct: http://sja.ucdavis.edu/files/cac.pdf

Academic Participation Program: Students are now required to verify that they have begun
this course, if they are registered.  Go to https://participate.ucdavis.edu/

General  Education:  The  course  fulfills  requirement  for  Arts  and  Humanities  and  Writing
Experience.

Arts and Humanities

Philosophy is  traditionally  considered  one of  the  central  disciplines  in  the humanities.   The
course covers the major works of philosophers in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries which
are important  for the understanding of contemporary  thinking about human beings and their
place in the cosmos.  Central topics include the nature of the human mind and its relation to the
human body and to nature more generally,  whether humans were created by a God, how far
human knowledge extends, and whether human beings have free will.  All assignments in the
course are directed toward understanding the development of philosophical theories addressing
these topics.

Writing Experience

http://sja.ucdavis.edu/files/cac.pdf


Students are to complete two five-page papers on assigned topics.  Assessment of the first paper
will include substantive, individualized written feedback to help them develop their writing skills
in preparation for the second paper.  

Plagiarism:   Using the work of others without proper  citation  constituted plagiarism,  which
violates  the  Student  Code  of  Academic  Conduct  (see  above  for  link).   Students  who  are
suspected of plagiarism will be referred to Student Judicial Affairs.  In this course, there are three
sources of material which might be plagiarized.  The first is the original philosophical texts read
in the course.  The material may be paraphrased in your own words, but if a substantial phrase is
taken from a philosopher, it must be placed in quotation marks and the page number cited.  The
second is commentary on the original texts, which might appear in books and articles (either in
print  or  on  line).   Quotation  marks  and  page  citations  are  required  once  again  for  exact
quotations.  If general ideas are taken from other sources, the sources must be cited as well.  The
third source of plagiarized material is unpublished work, especially that of other students, most
typically  others in  the class.   It  is  permissible  to  discuss  the paper  assignments  with fellow
students, but their ways of specifically presenting the material may not be used.  The document
below from Student Judicial Affairs provides further guidance for avoiding plagiarism.






